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Minutes from October Meeting
NEWS 

BRIEFS 
 

Chapter
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Bill & Angela

Thomas


1025 Lakewood 
Drive


Madisonville

Email 

billtrainthomas 
to register your 
covered dish 

side item

President Keith Ki,nger called the mee2ng to order at 7:08 pm, October 
18, 2021. There was a total of 10 members present for the mee2ng. 

The minutes from the July 18, 2021 mee2ng were read by Secretary 
William Farrell. Mo2on to except by Ricky Bivins, seconded by Steve 
Miller. The minutes were approved by the members present. 

The treasurers report was given by William Farrell, of 2,633.41. Mo2on 
to except the treasures report was made by Ricky Bivins and seconded 
by Blair Terry. The treasures report was approved by the members 
present.  

Old Business; 

On a recommenda2on by President Keith Ki,nger Breakfast with Santa 
will be shelved for this year. 

Bill Thomas reported on the club Christmas party this year. Bill Farrell 
suggested that the club pay for the purchase of the meat. Bill Thomas 
said he would smoke the meat for the party. It was not clear what 2me 
the members would gather at Bill’s house. Each member aVending will 
bring a covered dish. Ricky Bivins mo2oned that the club purchase the 
meat, paper supplies, and utensils. Mo2on was seconded by Will Kling, 
mo2on passed. 

New Business; 

Bill Farrell has purchased a Lionel Ready to Run Set from Lionel to be 
used for the Christmas Raffle. The cost was 159. 00 plus shipping. Ricky  
Bivins mo2oned to reimburse Bill Farrell for the set, seconded by Bill 
Thomas, mo2on passed. The cost of the raffle 2cket will be 5.00 each as 
they have been in the past and each member will receive 4 2ckets to buy 
or sell. Bill Farrell and Bill Thomas will co-chair the fund raiser this year. 
All money from the raffle will go to purchase the chapter’s liability 
insurance. 
Treasurer Bill Farrell asked for a review of the club dues for the 
upcoming year. In the past the dues have been set at 5.00 per member 
per year. Ricky Bivins mo2oned to leave the dues at the present level, 
seconded by Bill Farrell, mo2on passed. 

Under club officer nomina2ons for the upcoming year. Ricky Bivins 
mo2oned to nominate the present officers for the upcoming year. Steve 
Miller seconded the mo2on, mo2on carried. 

With no further business, Steve Miller mo2oned to adjourn the business 
mee2ng, seconded by Will Kling, mo2on passed. 

Business mee2ng was adjourned. 

Respecaully; William Farrell, 11/2/2021 
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L a s t w e e k ’ s 
piece prompted 
a few questions 
about “what is a 
transfer table.”  
T h e e a s y 
answer is that 
it’s a device that 
allows transfer 
of rai l ro l l ing 
s tock, most ly 
motive power, 
into and out of 
m a i n t e n a n c e 
shops.   In the 
picture above 
the huge “unit” 
a s t h e y a r e 
called, has just been refurbished, freshly painted and is about to be moved the length 
of the transfer table to trackage and begin earning it’s keep.

The arrow “A” points to one of sixteen table wheels, necessary to support the weight 
of #6872.  With the unit securely in place, the table operator will move to the end of 
the building, and the loco will move onto track leading to the yard. “B” is one of eight 
rails running the length of the facility.  “C” is access to one of many stalls in the 
Sacramento facility.  The Cotton Belt railway was a subsidiary of the Southern Pacific, 
all of which now is part of the Union Pacific railway.

In my story last week, I stated that the diner was “on” a transfer table.  It appears that 
the diner was not in fact on the table, rather on a track at the end of the table.  The 
covered table wheels would not have been visible in view of the camera angle. But 
they certainly identified a location as other than out on the main-line somewhere 
zipping along.  In the hey-day of passenger rail, many if not most promotional 
pictures like the one used in my piece, were staged. It was usually in a rail yard, with 
actors, not out in the scenic wonderland, so they just closed the venetian blinds.  
Pretty obvious, eh.?

               

Transfer Table Explained
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November 2021 Finance Report 

   The 50-mile Washington, Idaho & Montana Railway was built in the 
period 1905-1908, running between Lairds, (Palouse) WA and Purdue, ID.  
In 1932 the Inland Improvement Company (holding company for the 
W.I.&M.) sold the road to the Potlatch Corporation. For the next 30 years, 
it operated as a subsidiary of the Potlatch Forests Inc. The Milwaukee 
Roads Elk River Branch connected at Bovill, ID. The Milwaukee bought 
the WI&M in 1962, at which time #30, the ALCO Diesel Locomotive above, 
was sold to the Tacoma Municipal Belt Ry.  See the attachment (on the 
following page, ed.) for the full story and history on the naming of the 
villages on this interesting short-line.
 
Credits:  G. M. Sebree photo – Attachment: MILWest Dispatch of May 1996.

Submitted by Gary Ostlund
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